December 10, 2020

Nevada Indian Commission
Executive Director Report

2022-23 BUDGET
Nevada Indian Commission - $330,000 reduced to $270,000%

e 12% reduction in General Fund Appropriations per Governor
e 36% reduction of Tourism Transfers

Reductions = <$32,000 GFA + $29,000 TT>
*No Admin position and proportional withdrawals from travel

Stewart Indian School Cultural Center & Museum - $314,000 reduced to $230,000**
Reductions = <$14,000 GFA + $70,000 TT>
**Staff working with fiscal manager on identifying where to make reductions

COVID-19

e The Nevada Division of Emergency Management no longer submits weekly data for COVID-19.

e The NIC continues to encourage Tribal Chairs as well as emergency management to share data
with the NIC for distribution.

e The NIC also has asked the Nevada Tribal Health Directors to report COVID Data to our agency
for distribution.

e Based on research by the NIC, as of December 1, there were at least 215 active COVID cases on
our Tribal lands. This doesn’t not include any Urban Indian data which historically has included
as many as 100 active COVID. Based on statewide trends, it is likely our Tribal communities and
Urban citizens are enduring positive COVID cases in record numbers.

e The State of Nevada, with staff from the Nevada National Guard continues to operate
community testing sites on Tribal lands.

WEEKLY ACTIVE CASES

*12/01/2020 — 315% 07/28/2020 - 259
10/21/2020 - 203 07/15/2020 - 226
10/14/2020 - 172 07/06/2020 ~ 105
10/07/2020 —~ 159 06/27/2020 - 104
09/30/2020 - 195 06/19/2020 - 74
09/24/2020 — NO REPORT 06/12/2020 ~ 60

09/16/2020 - 192
09/09/2020 - 194
09/02/2020 - 249
08/26/2020 — 230
08/19/2020 - 217
08/12/2020 - 218
08/05/2020 — 229

06/05/2020 — 48
05/22/2020 — 49
05/15/2020 — 44
05/08/2020 — 41
05/01/2020 — 29
04/24/2020 - 14




e Along with a Tribal health director from an urban and rural Nation, as well as a Tribal Chair, the
NIC participated in meeting regarding the pending COVID-19 vaccination distribution on
12/04/2020.

e NIC holds bi-monthly briefings with all food organizations, including the Food Bank of Northern
Nevada, Nevada Department of Ag (school breakfast, lunch), and ITCN

e NIC continues to set up food networks, logistics for distribution, survey communities’ needs.

e Three Tribal Nations are developing permanent food pantries with technical assistance from NIC

e NIC participates in bi-monthly briefings with NV Division of Emergency Management

e NIC/SISCC&M closed to public; Flexible tele-work schedule as needed

e Continue to accommodate Tribal Nation’s/Tribal Citizen’s inquiries from finding culturally
appropriate Native artists, to assistance for victims of the Mountain View Fire, to how to file
comments against BLM sales of oil and water

EDUCATION

e NIC presented two on-line programs: Nevada Tribes’ History & Current Lifestyles and Stewart
Indian Boarding School Virtual Tour for the Nevada Dept of Education’s American Indian
Heritage Month celebration

e NIC used social media platforms to highlight Tribal Leaders, NIC Commissioners, and Native
Americans who work for the State of Nevada during Heritage Month

e NIC is serving as liaison between Ft. McDermitt and Humboldt County School District Office
regarding COVID safety protocols

e NIC is connecting staff at Owyhee Combined School with state mental health resources due to
multiple suicides since June 2020

e Requested, received State engineer to inspect heating system at Schurz Elementary which has
not worked since it was installed three years ago

e NIC petitioned the University of Nevada-Reno, to bestow a Bachelor of Arts degree to Lori
Pasqua posthumously, as she only had 3 more courses to complete her degree. Virtual
ceremony took place on Saturday, December 5

NATIVE VOTE

e Data for election turnout still forthcoming, but we know that Walker River Paiute Nation had
82% participation, besting all but one precinct in Mineral County

e  Special Session law AB4, allowing collection of ballots enabled more voter participation

e NIC supported not-for-profits: All Voting Is Local, the Native Voters Alliance Nevada, the Nevada
Native Vote Project by sharing social media posts related to registration, voter information—
polling places, times, and methods.

CENSUS

e Nevada Overall Tribal Self Response Rate Average: 51.8 %
e Nevada Overall Self Response Rate Average: 57.6 %
e Enumerators Contacted 98% households on Nevada Reservations




e US Census Tribal Partnership Specialist publicly lauded the NIC as his best partner
e For each citizen who completed the 2020 Census, our Tribal communities and state will see
$20,000 return in social/human services.

2020 CENSUS NEVADA TRIBAL SELF-RESPONSE RATES

NV Tribal Average SRR: 51,8% _

"~ AB264

e NIC outlined content for employee training to be delivered by Native American educators. After
meeting with director of DHRM, costs for training will likely be mostly covered by that
depariment.

OTHER HIGHLIGHTS / ONGOING

e Provided virtual presentations on NIC, Stewart, or boarding school to Senator Catherine Cortez
Masto, Tahoe Expedition Academy, AAUW, Red Cross, University of Nevada Social Work class,
Nevada Humanities,

e Monthly meetings about the expansion of NAS Fallon and Nellis Air Force Base

e l|dentifying local female Veterans for National portrait project: “l Am Not Invisible”

e Carson City Library display during American Indian Heritage Month

e Provided photos, videos for COVID-19 Safety campaigns: Mask On, Mask Off; NDE public service
announcements; and for the Innovative Business Solutions to Climate Change

e Exploring securing an internship at NIC for summer / fall semester

e Continue to attend and utilize standing agenda item during ITCN meetings; Frequently arrange
for Nevada leader (Governor Sisolak, AG Ford, US Senator Catherine Cortez Masto) to address
Tribal leadership

e Arranged meeting between Governor Sisolak and Duck Valley Sho-Pai Nation leadership
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