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Meeting Minutes 
September 04, 2025 

 
As technology hindered attendance and in the absence of SISPA officers present to start today’s 
meeting, the Department of Native American Indian Affairs Executive Director Stacey Montooth 
called the hybrid meeting to order at 11:34 AM 

 
I. Roll taken by Director Montooth  

Members Present: 
Shawn Sam 
Ron Lewis 
Secretary/Treasurer Kelly Krolicki (joined at 11:50 am due to tech issue) 
 

II. Introduction of all meeting participants: 
Dresslerville Community Council, Chair Patrick Burtt 
Meg McDonald 
Fredina Drye Romero  
Fawn Hunter 
M-Ache Martinez 
Kadie Zeller 
Dr. Joshua Bonde, SISCCM 
Lori Arrive, DNAA Office Manager 
Lawanda Jones, DNAA Tribal Health Specialist 
Stacey Montooth, DNAA Executive Director 

III. During public comments, Director Montooth reminded the group about the cyber incident impacting all State 
of Nevada offices and noted that the DNAA’s building is without Wi-Fi.  She warned the group to anticipate 
internet interruptions and slow speed during the virtual portion of the meeting. 

IV. Shawn Sam made a motion to approve March 22, 2024, meeting minutes 
Ron Lewis 2nd  
Minutes approved unanimously 

V. Secretary/Treasurer report moved down agenda (see italics)  

VI. Committee member(s) appointments/elections were discussed after the SISPA purpose and mission 
were reviewed.  
 
Director Montooth explained that as a committee member, duties range from proofreading and 
writing grant applications which SISPA supports, to volunteering at events organized or sponsored 
financially by SISPA and the DNAA, to developing fundraising ideas and seeking financial donations.  
 
Chair Linda Eben Jones concluded her service to SISPA on July 11, 2024, it was noted that the vice-chair 
position might be vacant, too. Director Montooth agreed to confirm as soon as possible, Teri Burns  
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committee status.  Later in the meeting, Kelly Krolicki stated that she will perform Secretary/ Treasurer  
duties if other members are amenable but would willingly relinquish the job if someone else  
wishes to assume the role.     

As the SISPA by-laws call for four at-large members, Ron Lewis nominated Roberta Smith, Kym 
Marie Arias, and John Gonzalez, all Stewart Indian School (SIS) alumni. Upon securing their contact 
information from Ron Lewis, Director Montooth will send letters to all suggested candidates and 
will invite them to next SISPA meeting. 

VII. The election of officers was postponed until more interested people are in attendance.  

VIII. Appointment of a grant subcommittee was postponed until more interested people are in 
attendance 

Kelly Krolicki provided the Secretary/Treasurer report and answered fiscal related questions. She reported that 
SISPA has $18,075.35 in its account. Most of the funds are from grants written by staff while previously, the 
largest donations came from sponsors of the annual American Indian Achievement Awards Banquet. 
Secretary/Treasurer Krolicki added that SISPA’s not-for-profit status is in good standing. The next required filings 
are due in October, which should include names of new SISPA officers.   

IX. Director Montooth announced that the award-winning documentary: Remaining Native will be 
screened at Stewart, outdoors on the quad, on Friday, Oct. 3. In partnership with the producer and 
director of the documentary, Paige Bethmann, Visit Carson, and the Brewery Arts Center, staff will 
host the free public event. Staff are planning a hands-on activity involving tee shirts screening for 
the first 100 people and will track RSVPs via phone calls and on-line. Dr. Bonde reported that cost 
estimates for the audio/visual equipment are forthcoming as our tee shirt costs and other 
associated costs. Staff will share a budget with the SISPA committee and send Secretary/Treasurer 
Krolicki written bids and receipts as soon as they are available.   
 
Secretary/Treasurer Krolicki motioned that SISPA contribute no more than $2,500 to the cost of 
holding this event. 
Shawn Sam 2nd 
Approved unanimously 
 
It was suggested that SISPA hold an in-person meeting on Friday, Oct. 3, the same day as the 
screening. More details will be forthcoming.  

X. Upcoming Agenda Items 
Director Montooth explained that former BIA Superintendent, Aldia Bowler, first established the 
Wai-Pai-Shone Trading Post on campus for students to exhibit and sell their art, and to keep all 
profits. Supporting and promoting Native American artists with priority to those who attended 
Stewart, who are direct descendants of those who attended Stewart, and those affiliated with Tribal 
Nations connected to Stewart is the same operating principle for the SISCCM gift shop. Director 
Montooth reported that staff pay cash for merchandise to be sold in the gift shop for that same 
amount, not for profit.       
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Shawn Sam suggested that the group consider expanding the Gift Shop tee shirts to include sport 
specific logos, e.g., Stewart Boxing, Stewart Basketball, Stewart Football, etc. Ron Lewis asked about 
multiple logo’ d tees to commemorate those who excelled in multiple sports. Patrick Burtt suggested 
varsity letters, sweaters, and letterman jackets be available for purchase, and emphasized using 
Native artists and business owners.  
 
Shawn Sam shared that she had a connection to a tee shirt and silk screen vendor. She also 
suggested that Stewart teachers and their families also be considered when designing programs and 
recognition activities. 
 

XI. Dr. Bonde, who was named the SISCCM director in April shared details of three major construction 
projects and additional campus enhancements. 
 
1) Preparation for the Old Gym to be “shovel ready” is ongoing. The Old Gym preparations are for 
the 100-year+ structure to be restored to its original look. After the current phase, the DNAA will 
need $17 million to complete the building. In advance, Dr. Bonde asked the group to be prepared to 
advocate for the work funding, including addressing elected leaders about the importance of the 
building and entire property. 
 
2) Several renderings of possible restorations to the auditorium are now available. Dr. Bonde said 
that construction will cost $14 million but would not just enhance DNAA programming, but the other 
local public and private organizations are interested in the renovations. 
 
3) A restoration of the former Bakery Building is needed for collections space as the SISCCM has 
been so well received that we need more room for items and staff. 
 
Dr. Bonde also noted movement for resurfacing the football field for $60,000 and Director 
Montooth said discussions with the Nevada Art Council are taking place regarding a Native 
Veteran mural on the campus water tower. That estimated cost is $50,000. 

Shawn Sam suggested selling commemorative bricks that might be incorporated into new 
construction. She suggested pavers and trees could also be used to fundraise with the option to 
include the name of a loved one. Shawn Sam has a contact for such brick work, too. 
 
After discussing the construction ideas, Chair Burtt reminded the group that as a historic 
landmark, the Secretary of the Interior’s building standards must be followed. Dr. Bonde 
concurred and informed the group that Nevada has hired a new State Historic Preservation 
Officer, Art Krupicz, who recently spent the afternoon on campus and will be very receptive to 
restoration and preservation of Stewart.   

XII. Shawn Sam called for an adjournment 
2nd by Ron Lewis 
Unanimous vote to conclude meeting at 1:07 PM 
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