Nevada Department of Native American Affairs
Meeting Minutes
Monday, July 28, 2025
1:30 PM

Meeting Location:
Discover Your Path!
4-H Camp Road-Mess Hall
Stateline, NV 89449
and Virtual

Commissioners

Staci Emm, Chair
Tammi Tiger, Vice Chair
Andrea Martinez

Dr. Art Martinez

Department of Native American Affairs
Stacey Montooth, Executive Director
Joshua Bonde, SISCCM Director

Sarina Nez, Program Officer

Lawanda Jones, Opioid Program Specialist
Lori Arrive, Office Manager

Janet Davis, Management Analyst

Attendees

Melanie McFalls, Tribal Chairman, Walker River Paiute Tribe

George Gholson, Secretary Treasurer, Timbisha Shoshone Tribe

Christy Humphrey, Tribal Liaison, Division of Child and Family Services

Devon Pickles, Tribal Liaison, Department of Human Services, Director’s Office

Jason Molino, Tribal Liaison, Public Health Infrastructure and Improvement

Dominque Echegoyhen, Tribal Liaison, Deputy Director, Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources

Amber Price, Tribal Liaison, Western Nevada College

Autumn Blattman, Tribal Liaison, Aging and Disability Services Division

Mitch DeValliere, Tribal Liaison, Agency Manager, Division of Public and Behavioral Health

Tina Dortch, Program Manager, Office of Minority Health and Equity

Marisol Collons, Communications & Government Affairs Manager, Ormat Technologies

Alex Tanchek, Senior Associate, Silver State Government Relations

Christine Jones-Brady, Tribal Liaison, Attorney General’s Office

Annie Millar, CA Community Member, Woodfords

Cecilia Alonso, Tribal Liaison, Aging and Disability Services Division

Cheryl Sam, Acting Superintendent, Western Nevada Agency

Crystal Harjo, Regional Emergency Manager, Office of Emergency Management

Tarina Elliott, Government Affairs/Public Relations Manager, Duckwater Shoshone Tribe



Tashina Jim, Tribal Clean Energy Program Manager, Nevada Clean Energy Fund

Kimberly Palma-Ortega, Tribal Public Health Preparedness Coordinator, Office of Emergency
Management

Cal Boone, Tribal Liaison, Secretary of State’s Office

Vanessa Justice, Tribal Liaison, Department of Health and Human Services

Greg Ott, Senior Deputy Attorney General

David Blackeye, Tribal Liaison, Department of Public Safety

Michael Brady, Tribal Liaison, Laborer's Local 169

l. Convene meeting, roll call, and establish quorum

Chair Staci Emm called the meeting to order at 1:34 PM. DNAA Executive Director Stacey
Montooth conducted a roll call and quorum was established.

1. Invocation
Dr. Art Martinez gave the invocation.

i, Welcome and Land Acknowledgement
Chair Emm welcomed everyone and provided a land acknowledgement.

V. Introductions of Meeting Participants
Meeting participants introduced themselves.

V. Public Comments
Cal Boone, Tribal Liaison with the Secretary of State’s Office shared the new Tribal economic
development resources flyer and a Nevadans vote sticker with six Tribal languages on it. He
announced a new language access project to translate election materials into Tribal

languages.

Director Montooth thanked Chair Emm for arranging such a gorgeous setting for the meeting
and noted the 4H personnel were most welcoming.

V1. Approval of Meeting Minutes
(For Discussion and Possible Action)

Motion: Approve June 17, 2025, Meeting Minutes

By: Commissioner Martinez
Second: Dr. Martinez
Vote: Motion passed unanimously

Motion: Approve June 16, 2025, Meeting Minutes



By: Dr. Martinez

Second: Commissioner Martinez
Vote: Motion passed unanimously
VII. Commissioners Oral Reports (For Discussion)

Staci Emm, Chair
Chair Emm attended the Inter-Tribal Council of Nevada's (ITCN) conference. She got to talk
about food systems and rangeland and mining. In her University work, UNR is working with
some state departments to launch a statewide Tribal needs assessment. UNR wants to form
a committee for that effort.

Tammi Tiger, Vice Chair
Commissioner Tiger also attended the ITCN conference and moderated a panel called Sko
Vote Den: Indigenous Framework for Civic Engagement which highlighted the collaboratively
work between Tribes and urban communities on getting out the vote. In her UNLV role she
had two travel visits with Fort Mojave Indian Tribe and the Southern Ute Indian Tribe. The
UNLV summer camp had 75 participants from 11 different Tribes throughout Nevada and
other Tribes across the country.

Andrea Martinez, Commissioner
Commissioner Martinez attended the ITCN conference and gave a Nevada Legislative
updates to Tribal leaders. She is planning to take legislators on a Rez Tour to spread the word
about Tribal impact bills that passed the legislative session and to gather ideas for the next
session. Commissioner Martinez will be attending the Pottawatomie Gathering Economic
Development Summit and NFOA in September.

She announced that the Walker River Paiute Tribe created an Emerging Business Leaders
Advisory Board which consists of ages 15 to 24 years old. This will give youth an active role in
shaping their future.

Commissioner Martinez also attended the Nevada Clean Energy Fund monthly meeting. They
filed a class action lawsuit to restore terminated EPA environmental justice grants, including
the Community Change Grant, which was the $20 million for the water infrastructure project.

Dr. Martinez, Commissioner
Dr. Art Martinez has been working with five states, bringing on board their statewide transition
to have traditional Native health services as a Medicare benefit. He has been involved with
the work group on the transformation of behavioral health in Indian country and recently
participated in the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA)
National Gathering. Along with that, he has been very active with the substance use
interdiction and substance abuse treatment revitalization that is going on with the Opioid
Response Network.



VIIl. Executive Director’s Report, Stacey Montooth (For Discussion)

Director Montooth explained that the balances showing in the budget part of her written
report are not the final numbers. Every department has through September to continue to
submit invoices that need to be reimbursed or bills. Under 2600, that balance includes a little
more than $5 million that is specific for the ARPA Tribes program, and that will roll over.

Motion: Approve Executive Director’s Quarterly Report
By: Dr. Martinez
Second: Commissioner Martinez
Vote: Motion passed unanimously
VIll. Stewart Indian School Cultural Center & Museum Director’s Report - Dr. Joshua

Bonde (For Discussion)

Dr. Josh Bonde highlighted some items from his written report. The Museum has started to
track visitors digitally so they will be able to more closely monitor attendance. New
merchandise in the gift shop is moving quickly. There has been a month-over-month increase
in traffic across the three social media platforms the Museum operates. Classes taught at the
SISCCM are filling up quickly.

Staff is still working on processing about 60 boxes of archival materials from the Stewart
Indian School that was held at the Nevada State Museum by the Bureau of Indian Affairs. Staff
and volunteers are rehousing the documents all into proper archival packaging.

Motion: Approve Stewart Indian School Cultural Center & Museum Director’s Report
By: Dr. Martinez
Second: Commissioner Martinez
Vote: Motion passed unanimously
X. Stewart Father’s Day Powwow Report (For Discussion)

Sarina Nez, Management Analyst, gave a presentation on the Stewart Father’s Day Powwow.
The 20th anniversary of the Powwow saw an estimated 3,000 people come through campus
over the three days. There were over 50 vendors, and nearly 160 registered dancers, and nine
drums. There was coverage on TV and radio. Commissioner Tiger donated 19 Tribal flags for
display during the event. Nez thanked the Nevada Department of Corrections for their help
with set-up, tear-down, and waste removal.

Motion: Approve Stewart Father’s Day Powwow Report (with one correction)

*Chuck Naranjo donated his grandfather’s Stewart letterman’s jacket to the SISCCM at the brunch.
By: Commissioner Tiger

Second: Dr. Martinez

Vote: Motion passed unanimously



XIl. American Rescue Program Act (ARPA) Subgrants Report - Management Analyst,
Janet Davis (For Discussion)

Davis said the Commissioners receive the same written, monthly report as the State ARPA
team. This month we processed close to a million dollars in reimbursements to seven Tribes:

Duckwater, Ely, Las Vegas, Carson, Washoe, Woodsford and Yerington.

Motion: Approve ARPA Subgrants Report

By: Dr. Martinez
Second: Commissioner Martinez
Vote: Motion passed unanimously
XIl. Indian Education Advisory Committee Report — Fredina Drye-Romero (For

Discussion)

This agenda item was tabled until the next meeting.

XL Strategic Plan - Next Steps - Dr. Joshua Bonde (For Discussion & Possible Action)

Dr. Bonde said the first strategic plan of our new department is setting their roadmap as an
agency. He shared both vision and mission statements.

The group discussed the five areas the planning group identified as some of the most pressing
matters that Tribal members face across the State of Nevada. The Commissioner Liaisons for
the five areas are:

1. Education: Commissioner Dr. Stops

2. Agriculture & Natural Resources: Chair Emm

3. Economic Development: Commissioner Martinez

4. Health and Human Services Access and Equity: Dr. Martinez

5. Sovereignty, Civic Engagement, Remediation and Inequities: Commissioner Tiger

Chair Emm said the draft of the strategic plan will go out for public comment. She
encouraged everyone to give comments, suggestions, and recommendations so all Tribes’
needs are addressed.
XIV. Future Agenda Items
Chair Emm said the strategic plan would be a future agenda item. They should
agendize the Commissioner programmatic area reports. She said she would like to add a

standing agenda slot for Tribal presentations.

Tentative next meeting date is October 10, 2025, in the south; Moapa or Las Vegas Tribes.



XV. Final Public Comment

Kimberly Palma-Ortega, Tribal Public Health Preparedness Coordinator, Office of Emergency
Management said that her office is looking forward to working with the Commissioners in their
Tribal outreach.

Director Montooth reminded everyone that their website is a valuable source of Tribal
information and important dates. Sarina Nez suggested Tribal Council voting or election dates
be added to the DNAA Important Dates.

XVI. Adjournment

Motion: Adjourn DNAA 7/28/25 Meeting at 3:22 PM
By: Commissioner Martinez

Second: Dr. Martinez

Vote: Motion passed unanimously


https://dnaa.nv.gov/updated-important-dates-in-our-tribal-nations/

