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Source: U.S. Department of Interior; Missing and Murdered Indigenous People Crisis
            https://www.bia.gov/service/mmu/missing-and-murdered-indigenous-people-crisis



Source: National Missing and Unidentified Persons System September 2022 Report



Authenticated emergency and life-saving 
information is delivered to the public 
using the Integrated Public Alert and 
Warning System (IPAWS).

Radio and television 
using the Emergency 
Alert System (EAS)

Cell phones using 
Wireless Emergency 
Alerts (WEA)

National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric 
Administration’s 
(NOAA) Weather Radio. 

Internet and unique 
alert systems.



Only Alerting Authorities can use 
Event Codes

The Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC) establishes new Event Codes and 
maintains the list of approved Event Codes. 

State, Tribal, local, and territorial Alerting 
Authorities use IPAWS to issue non-weather 
Event Codes for emergencies.

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) issues weather alerts.



IPAWS ALERTING AUTHORITIES
STATE DIRECTORY QR CODE

More than 1,600 federal, state, local, 
tribal and territorial Alerting Authorities 
use IPAWS to issue critical public alerts 
in their jurisdictions.

12 TRIBAL  ALERTING AUTHORITIES
• Cocopah Indian Tribe
• Hualapai Tribe
• Confederated Tribes of the Chehalis
• Navajo Nation
• Mandan, Hidatsa, and Arikara Nation
• Rincon Band of Luiseno Indians
• Eastern Band of Cherokee Indian
• Ysleta del Sur Pueblo 
• Pascua Yaqui
• Shawnee Tribe
• Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope
• Chickasaw Nation



Non-Weather National FCC Event Codes
• ADR – Administrative Message
• AVA – Avalanche Watch
• BLU – Blue Alert
• CAE – Child Abduction Emergency
• CDW – Civil Danger Warning
• CEM – Civil Emergency Message
• DMO – Practice/Demo Warning
• EQW – Earthquake Warning
• EVI – Immediate Evacuation
• FRW – Fire Warning
• HMW – Hazardous Materials Warning
• LAE – Local Area Emergency

• LEW – Law Enforcement Warning
• MEP – Missing and 

Endangered Persons
• NUW – Nuclear Power Plant 

Warning
• RHW – Radiological Hazard Warning 
• RMT – Required Monthly Test 
• RWT – Required Weekly Test 
• SPW – Shelter in Place Warning 
• TOE – 911 Telephone Outage 

Emergency 
• VOW – Volcano Warning 



On March 14,  2024,  the FCC 
unanimously voted to propose MEP 
Event Code rules.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CjJzF
d6gAow

 (at 1:37:20)



April 18, 2024:

The FCC posted the proposed rule to the 
Federal Register.

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/
04/18/2024-08271/the-emergency-alert-system-
and-wireless-emergency-alerts



Tribal Consultation:
-The Office of Native Affairs and Policy (ONAP) is 
directed to coordinate government-to-government 
consultation with Tribal Nations.
-Announcement of commencement will be via public 
notice at a later date. 

ONAP e-mail: Native@fcc.gov



FCC Questions:
• “Should the Commission consider an additional 

dedicated EAS event code for missing Indigenous 
persons on and off Tribal land?”

• “Who would be considered “Indigenous” for use 
purpose of this code?”

• Questions on total benefits and costs.



NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING
FCC Comment Periods

Comment Period:                
04/18/2024 to 05/20/2024
Reply Comment Period:        
05/21/2024 to 06/17/2024

File Electronically Here:

https://www.fcc.gov/ecfs/filings/stan
dard

https://www.fcc.gov/ecfs/filings/standard
https://www.fcc.gov/ecfs/filings/standard


B R I A N  W A D S W O R T H
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C E L L :  ( 9 2 8 )  6 9 9 - 5 1 3 6
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